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gathering became a permanent institution, and was held
regularly throughout my whole reign. Even when Emperor
I never allowed anything to prevent my being present at it.
It was a fine sight to see the five squadrons formed up in open^
squares before the tables bearing their presents, and decorated
with iEuminated Christmas Trees. The wives and children
of the married officers and N.C.O.s were present at the
gathering as spectators. The fine old Christmas carols rose
in great waves to the high roof, and after a short address by
the regimental commander a three-fold " Hurrah !}) for the
Supreme War Lord rang through the building. It was always
a red-letter day for the rank and file of the regiment, and a
day of very special pride for my old Herbringer.

In all the internal concerns of the regiment the Adjutant,
Lieutenant von Stoesser, was the greatest possible support to
me. When severe illness necessitated Ms retiring Lieutenant
von Chelius took his place. He very rapidly developed into
a first-class Adjutant, and took a conspicuous part in the life of
the officers. To me he was a genuine support, in every contin-
gency, great or small. Attended by him and Herbringer, I began
to inspect the officers' mobilization equipment, and brought
to light that there was nothing beyond the prescribed number
of small leather trunks. When lists had been compiled of all
things necessary for the equipment of a cavalry officer in the
field, the articles were purchased direct from the makers and
placed in the regimental stores. In event of war each officer
would find his equipment complete to the last pencil, and
himself spared the necessity of making any purchases. Again,
the old regimental saddler, Bernhard, invented a new kind of
saddle-bag, which he cut in conformity with the shape of a
horse; these proved a great success and were used also in the
Imperial stables. Under the direction of a Commission I
appointed from among the senior officers, Bernhard was finally
successful in making a new cavalry saddle as a substitute for
the horror then in use. This new saddle came everywhere to
be recognised as the fs Army saddle/" and was used by the
entire cavalry. In the World War it carried the German
cavalry almost to the gates of Paris and to the Don.